








 

 

1 Complexe Desjardins 
South Tower, 13th Floor 
P.O. Box 7, Desjardins Station 
Montreal, Quebec  H5B 1B2 

 

 

Montreal, May 31, 2016 
 
 
 
Dr. Fotis Filippopoulos 
Founder, Strategic Innovation Specialist 
Shakesteer 
Philippopoulos S.A Building 
1st Klm Neochorouda – Thessaloniki 
P.O Box 215 
Thessaloniki, Greece 
 
 
Re: Speaker Invitation for the International Summit of Cooperatives 
 
 
Dear Sir: 
 
As co-hosts of the 2016 International Summit of Cooperatives, Desjardins Group and the 
International Co-operative Alliance are pleased to invite you to be a speaker at the third 
edition of the Summit, to be held from October 11 to 13, 2016 in Quebec City, Canada. 
 
The International Summit of Cooperatives is the world's leading event for business 
development in the cooperative and mutual community. It offers managers, decision-makers 
and leaders of cooperative and mutual enterprises of all sizes and in all sectors, as well as 
anyone in the world of business, a unique venue for reflection, discussion, cooperation and 
training on major trends, as well as on current and future economic and financial issues. The 
Summit aims to promote and foster the development of cooperative enterprises in all 
countries. 
 
The first two editions, in 2012 and 2014, were a great success. The economy of 
cooperatives, their future growth, the challenges they face and their place in the global 
economy were the focus of discussions. More than 3,000 participants from 93 countries 
attended in 2014 and over 200 speakers shared their vision.  
 
Among the speakers who will participate to the 2016 edition: Joseph Stiglitz, Nobel Laureate 
in Economics; Jeremy Rifkin, Economic and Social Theorist and Political Advisor in the 
European Union; and Robert Reich, Academic and former Secretary of Labor in the United 
States, to name only a few. 
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In 2016, the theme of “Cooperatives: The Power to Act”, will provide the opportunity to 
illustrate the real impact of cooperatives in the global economy, and the pivotal role they play 
in solving the key socioeconomic issues of our times. 

 
Discussions will be structured around a four-stage program:  

1. Acknowledging socioeconomic and geopolitical global trends and challenges.  
2. Increasing our capacity to act – adapting to the new business reality. 
3. Expanding our economic power – sectoral challenges and business opportunities. 
4. Cooperatives in action to reach the new UN Sustainable Development Goals. 

 
We would be honoured if you would accept our invitation to be a speaker during the Forum 
on the theme “Cross-Sectoral Collaborative Ecosystem – Driving Future Business 
Strategies to Pursue Success and Growth” that will be held on October 12 in the 
morning.  

 
We are convinced that you would contribute significantly to the debates and discussions and 
that your expertise on strategic innovation and collaborative economy would lend valuable 
insights. 
 
If you wish to obtain more details on this event and its program, please communicate with 
Mr. Stéphane Bertrand, Summit Executive Director, at +1-514-281-7000 ext. 555 8558 or 
Ms. Joanne Lechasseur, Program Director, at +1-418-835-8444 ext. 3858. 
 
Thank you in advance for considering our invitation. We hope to have the pleasure of 
welcoming you in October in Quebec City.  
 

Yours truly,  

                   
Monique F. Leroux, C.M., O.Q., FCPA, FCA 
President 
International Co-operative Alliance 

Guy Cormier 
Chair of the Board, President and CEO 
Desjardins Group  

 

Enclosed: Preliminary program 
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